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thologie ` for 1860, p. 242, in terms whieh may be translated as 
follows :— 

“ Size of Falco aurantius—Above brown-grey, feathers with 
black shaft-stripes; greater wing-coverts with white points on 
each web; wing- and tail-feathers banded across with white 
spots, the two middle rectrices unspotted. Below yellowish 
white, with blackish-grey shaft-stripes from the ehin to the belly ; 
below the under mandible a rather broad beard-stripe. Bill 
grey; under mandible yellow; legs yellowish grey; tarsus 
rather long, toes shorter. 

“ Hab. Biga de la Paz; Pampa.” 

It would perhaps have been hardly possible to have identified 
Prof. Burmeister’s Falco punctipennis with Dr. Kaup’s bird solely 
from this description ; but I may state that, when at Halle in 
October 1861, [ had the pleasure of examining this and other 
rare types collected by Prof. Burmeister at his different stations 
in La Plata, I immediately recognized the species, and although 
I had no opportunity of making a very accurate examination of 
it, Ï am pretty confident that I am not mistaken as to its iden- 
tity with Dr. Kaup’s Spiziapteryx circumcinctus. 

Whether the bird is really referable to the genus Harpagus is, 
I think, a matter of mueh doubt, and, until more is known of it, 
and we have become acquainted with its change of plumage and 
other characteristics, it will be safer to use for it the generic ap- 
pellation Spiziapteryz, or leave it under the more general desig- 
nation of Falco cireumcinctus. 


VIl.—An additional List of Birds received from Natal. 
By Joun Henry Gurney, M.P., F.Z.S. 


(Plate III.) 


Havine had the pleasure of receiving from Mr. Thomas Ayres, 
of Natal, some additional species of birds colleeted by him in 
that colony, I beg to communicate a list of them for insertion 
in the * Ibis,’ together with the accompanying observations which 
Mr. Ayres has been so good as to send me, and to whieh I have 
appended a few notes of my own. 
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The additional species are numbered consecutively to those 
recorded in the * Ibis,’ vol. iii. pp. 128-135. 


146, EPHIALTES LEUCOTIS (Temm.). White-faced Scops 
Owl. 

Female. Ins dark yellow; cere light yellowish brown ; bill 
the same, but yellow at the tip of both mandibles. 

This bird was shot about ten miles inland; its eggs, whieh are 
sent with it (two in number), were laid in a small cavity on the top 
of the stump of a pollard Banyan fig-tree, about twenty feet from 
the ground; there was not the slightest appearance of a nest 
having been made, but a few coarse dry fig-leaves which had 
fallen in accidentally (other cavities being similarly filled) served 
to line the bottom of the hollow. One of the eggs was quite 
fresh ; the other contained a young bird, which would probably 
have broken the shell in two or three days. 

This was in the month of June (mid-winter here). The stomach 
of the old bird contained remains of miee. 

[In a colleetion of birds which my friend, Mr. C. J. Andersson, 
was good enough to send me recently from Damara-Land, there 
are three nestlings of this Owl taken at Elephant’s Vley in the 
month of September. These young Owls are partially fledged, 
and their plumage, so far as it is developed, resembles that of the 
adult birds. The two eggs sent by Mr. Ayres are of a pure 
white; their transverse diameter is about the same as that of the 
egg of the Long-eared Owl (Otus vulgaris), but their longitudinal 
diameter is about an eighth of an inch less than it is in the egg 
of that species. 

The plumage of this smal] Ow] presents a singular resemblance 
(especially in the markings on the side of the head) to one of 
the largest of the African Eared Owls, Bubo lacteus; but the 
colour of the iris, which is an important guide in classifying the 
groups of Owls, differs, being of an extremely dark hazel in Bubo 
lacteus, whilst in Ephialtes leucotis it is dark yellow.—J. H. G.] 


147. PHASMOPTYNX capensis (Smith). African Short-eared 
Owl. 

Male. Iris light reddish brown ; bill very dark brown ; feet 
dirty brown. 
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[The late M. Favier, of Tangiers, supplied me with some 
specimens of this Owl from that locality, which appear to me 
identical with the example transmitted from Natal by Mr. Ayres. 
M. Favier sent me at the same time the following curious note 
with reference to this species :— Strix (Phasmoptyna) capensis 
is found in the environs of this city both as a resident and also 
as a bird of double passage, while Strix brachyotus is found as a 
bird of double passage only, merely remaining in the neighbour- 
hood of Tangiers long enough to nest. These two species, of 
which the nidification is very similar, sometimes pair and pro- 
duce mules, which present an appearance intermediate between 
the two species. This is strikingly exemplified in the colour of 
the iris, which in S. capensis is always of a blackish brown, and 
in S. brachyotus of a pure yellow; whilst the hybrid birds show 
a partially yellow iris, the yellow appearing only half the size of 
the yellow iris in S. brachyotus.”—J. H. G.] 


148. MELITTOPHAGUS ERYTHROPTERUS (Gmel.). Little 
Rufous-winged Bee-eater. 

Female. Iris crimson; bill black ; tarsi and feet pinkish brown. 

These Bee-eaters are particularly fond of frequenting reedy 
marshes and swamps, and are to be found here in certain localities 
all the year round. They are by no means so plentiful as Savigny’s 
Bee-eater, which is only here in the summer months. It is 
seldom that more than five or six are to be seen together, and 
generally not more than two. When feeding, their flight is not 
so prolonged as that of Savigny’s, neither is their note so loud 
and harsh. 


149. Promerrors carer (Linn.). Caffre Sun-bird. 

Male. iris brown; bill black; tarsi and feet greenish black. 
In habits this bird much resembles Nectarinia natalensis, its 
food also being the same, viz. nectar and small insects, especially 
spiders. It is very rare in this locality, and is besides more shy 
than most other species. I believe it is only to be found here 
during the winter months. 


150. IrRIsoR —ERYTHRORHYNCHOS (Lath.). Red-billed 
Laugher. 
Male and female. Iris very dark brown; bill scarlet; tarsi 
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and feet scarlet. The food of these birds consists almost entirely 
of a species of cockroach, which they take from the crevices of 
rough-barked trees, and in search of which they creep about the 
trunk and branches somewhat similarly to the Woodpeckers. In 
this manner their tail-feathers frequently become much worn. 

From four to eight of these birds are generally together, and 
frequent bushy country; they have a loud chattering note, and 
are extremely restless in their habits. They have a peculiarly 
powerful and disagreeable smell. 


151. Drymorca SUBFLAVA (Gmel.). Citrine Drymoica. 

Female. Iris light reddish brown; upper mandible brown, 
under yellowish; tarsi and feet pale. Their favourite haunts 
are amongst long tall grassand rough weeds and hedgerows ; their 
flight is weak; if disturbed they fly a few yards and then hide in 
the grass. When hopping amongst the stems of weeds, the tail is 
most frequently carried perpendicularly. Occasionally from four 
to six are seen together, but more generally they are single or in 
pairs. Their food, I believe, consists entirely of insects. 


152. Parus NIGER, Vieill. Black and White Tit. 

Female. Tris dark brown; bill black ; tarsi and feet slate colour. 
These birds are active in their habits, constantly hopping about 
amongst the upper branches and twigs of trees, hunting for 
insects, of which I believe their food entirely consists. I never 
observed more than two of them together. 


153. MACRONYX AMELLZ (De Tarr.). Amelia Lark. 

Male. Iris dark brown; bill, upper mandible brown, the 
under pale. These beautiful birds are not nearly so common as 
most other species in Natal; they are to be found along the coast 
on marshy flats, and are fond of perching on small mounds early 
in the morning and sunning themselves. Of their habits I know 
nothing. 


154. Jurna morro (Daud.). Roupenne Grakle. 

Male. Ins double, inner eircle dark brown, the outer cirele 
crimson ; bill black; tarsi and feet black. These birds are 
gregarious, excepting during the breeding season: small fruits 
form their principal food, such as mulberries, of which they are 
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very fond. Two of these birds perched on a tree, not long since, 
close to my house, one evidently a young one; the old bird, after 
swallowing a number of small berries, went to the younger and 
proceeded to feed it, by disgorging the berries one by one and 
giving them to the young one, precisely as pigeons do. Their 
note is a loud and rather prolonged whistle; they are not seen 
here at all times of the year. 


155. JUIDA MELANOGASTRA (Syvams.). Black-bellied Grakle. 

Male. Iris darkish yellow; bill black; tarsi and feet black. 
These Grakles are also gregarious, inhabiting bush land, their 
food consists of small fruits. Notes, for the most part, loud and 
harsh. 


156. PHOLIDAUGES LEUCOGASTER (Gmel.). White-bellied 
Grakle. 

Male. Iris light yellow ; bill black ; tarsiand feet dark brown. 
Also gregarious, but not nearly so plentiful as most other species 
of Grakle here. Like the preceding, small fruits form their prin- 
cipal diet, although they sometimes feed on flies and the winged 
females of the white ant, rising and taking them on the wing, 
similarly to the Flycatchers. In fact, almost every bird and beast 
that I know will occasionally feed on these insects, which in the 
spring of the year swarm out by millions, when hawks, dogs, 
cats, toads, &c., &c., all feast alike. 


157. ANDROPADUS IMPORTUNUS (Vieill.). Sombre Bulbul. 

Male and female. Iris very pale green; bill dark brown, 
These birds are very destructive to fruit, but fortunately are not 
nearly so numerous as Pycnonotus levaillantii. They inhabit the 
dense bush generally. They are not easily seen, in consequence of 
their sombre-green plumage, and their habits of hiding, to which 
they trust for safety, rather than to flight. Their note much ` 
resembles the * chisick”’ of the House-Sparrow at home, but is 
much louder; they have also a short warbling song. Besides 
fruit, insects form a considerable portion of their food. 


158. TCHITREA PERSPICILLATA (Swains.). Tchitrec Paradise 
Flycatcher. 
Male. Iris very dark brown; eyelids and bill sky-blue, but 
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the bill black at the tip; inside of the mouth and tongue pale 
yellow ; tarsi and feet slate colour. During the summer months 
the beauty of the male is mueh enhanced by two long feathers 
which grow from the tail, and are from ten to twelve inches in 
length. 

These Flycatchers are by no means searce in Natal; they fre- 
quent bushy land, and are found within a range of twenty miles 
from the coast. Their note is harsh, with the exception of one 
short warble whieh they frequently repeat, and which both male 
and female have to an cqual degree. Their food consists of flies, 
gnats, and small beetles. Five or six of these pretty birds may 
frequently be scen together, generally one or two males to four 
or five females; and pleasant it is to watch their graceful motions 
when in pursuit of their food. 


159. TCHITREA CYANOMELENA (Vieill.). Fantail Paradise 
Flycateher. 

Iris very dark brown; bill slate colour; tarsi and feet siate 
colour. In habits these Flycatchers are excessively active, inces- 
santly hopping and flying from twig to twig amongst the under- 
wood in search of small flies and beetles. When thus employed, 
they frequently expand the tail to its fullest extent, sometimes 
perpendicularly, then to one side or the other, and again down- 
wards, which has a very pretty effeet. Their note is harsh, and 
much resembles that of the Tehitree Paradise Flycatcher. 


160. PHRYNORHAMPHUS CAPENSIS (Smith), Kaup, P. Z.S. 
1851, p. 52. South African Broad-bill. 

Male. Eye large and full; iris dark umber brown; upper 
mandible nearly black, under pale; tarsi and feet pale. The 
stomach contained small beetles and a species of bug. These 
birds frequent the dense bush, and are by no means plentiful ; 
they have a curious, harsh, loud and monotonous note, whieh 
almost exactly resembles that of Ephialtes capensis, and is uttered 
at about the same intervals four or five times in a minute : “kroo,” 
with a good roll on the r, would describe the note tolerably well. 
Each time the bird makes this noise (which is about two seconds 
in duration), he flits round in a small circle about a couple of feet 
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in diameter, and alights again exactly on the spot from whence 
he started. 


161. Dryoscorus cuBLA (Shaw). Puff-Shrike. 

Male and female. Iris reddish yellow ; tarsi and feet slate 
colour; bill of the male black; that of the female, upper man- 
dible black, lower mandible bluish slate colour, black at the tip. 
These Shrikes inhabit the dense bush, and are to be found gene- 
rally dispersed within a range of fifteen miles from the coast. 
Inseets form their principal food. Their notes are loud and harsh. 
The snow-white lax feathers on the back, when expanded, give 
these birds a most beautiful and curious appearance; the puff 
appears completely to encircle them, and when thus flying away, 
they look, at first sight, like a white ball, with a black spot in 
the centre. This power is most frequently used during the 
courting season, and also occasionally when alarmed. 


162. Ninaus capensis (Shaw). Brubru Shrike. 

Male. Iris very dark red; bill black, with the exception of 
the basal half of the under mandible, which is bluish slate colour ; 
tarsi and feet dark ash. The only bird I have seen of the kind. 
Flight dipping, something similar to the smaller Cueckoos. I 
am ignorant as to its habits. 


163. Corvus CAFER (Lieht.). Caffre Raven. 

Male. Bill black, tip white; tarsi and fect black. These 
birds are very numerous in Natal; they are generally dispersed 
over the colony, and perform the part of scavengers. If an ox or 
other beast dies, numbers of them immediately appear, generally 
before the Vultures, which they drive away as long as they are 
able. They are bold birds, and carry away chickens and eggs. 
Some people have had full-grown fowls killed by them. 


164. ESTRELDA ASTRILD (Linn.). Wax-bill Finch. 

Male and female. Iris brown; bill bright red, tarsi and feet 
dark brown. This species of Finch is by far the most common 
in Natal; during the winter months immense flights of them 
may be seen. They are fond of frequenting cultivated ground, 
especially that on which the weeds have been allowed to grow 
and seed, where they find abundance of food. I have seen them 
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occasionally take the young queens of the White Ant, rising in 
the air and taking them on the wing; but they appear to have 
much difficulty in catching them, possibly from the smallness of 
their mouth. They build close to the ground amongst thick and 
tall grass. 


165. EsTRELDA DUFRESNII (Vieill.). Dufresne's Finch. 

Male and female. Iris crimson ; upper mandible black, under 
scarlet ; tarsi and feet very dark brown. These Finches are 
by no means so plentiful as the preceding, seldom more than 
eight or ten being seen together ; when feeding, they hop about 
on the ground and pick up the ripe grass-seeds which have fallen. 
They build a nest somewhat similar to the red-billed species, but 
instead of being elose to the ground, they place it in the upper 
twigs of some low bush six or eight feet high. 


166. CoRYrHAIX PORPHYREOLOPHUs (Vigors). Purple- 
crested Plantain-eater. 

Female. Iris dark brown, eyelids crimson ; bill black; tarsi 
and feet very dark brown. When thie bird is fresh killed, the outer 
toes are nearly versatile, easily extending two-thirds round. They 
are common in the dense bush along the coast, and in the spring 
of the year disperse within a range of fifteen miles inland, return- 
ing again for the summer, autumn, and winter to the bush more 
immediately on the line of coast. A dozen of these beautiful 
birds may frequently be seen together, climbing and running 
along the branches of the forest trees somewhat similarly to 
monkeys. Their food consists of hard nutty berries and small 
fruits, which they swallow whole. Their note is loud and dis- 
cordant ; the alarm-note is given very suddenly. 


167. Lamopon NIGROTHORAX (Cuv.). Black-collared Barbet. 

Male and female. Iris bright reddish brown; tarsi and feet 
dark brown. Their food appears principally to consist of small 
fruits and berries, which they swallow whole. Their note is par- 
ticularly loud; “ kook-kooroo,” quickly repeated eight or ten 
times, would resemble it: frequently both the male and the 
female call at the same time, and when perched close together 
keep up a quick succession of bows to each other, and bow 
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at every repetition of the note. They are tolerably plentiful within 
a range of fifteen miles from the coast. 


168. Denpropates FuLviscapus (HI).  Yellow-shafted 
Woodpecker. 
[Sent from Natal, but not by Mr. Ayres.—J. H. G.] 


169. Yunx pEcroRaLIs, Vigors. Pectoral Wryneck. 

Male. Iris reddish brown; tarsi and feet very dull light 
green. The note of these birds very much resembles that of the 
“Cuckoo’s-mate” in England. Their food consists of flies, beetles, 
&e., of those kinds which bore and live in dead wood; but al- 
though I have seen many of these birds, I have never observed 
them hammering the trees like Woodpeckers, and am therefore 
inclined to think that they obtain their food more by probing 
apertures from the surface with their long tongues and drawing 
the insccts out, than by working holes with their bills. They 
frequently sit on a bough for a cousiderable length of time, 
uttering at intervals their monotonous call. Their flight is rather 
heavy and dipping. I have not noticed them here during the 
summer. 


170. INDICATOR MAJOR, Stepheus. Greater Honey-guide. 

Female. Iris, bill, tarsi and feet all dark brown. These birds 
frequent bushy and forest land, and by their incessant chatter- 
ing attract the notice of the traveller, whoin they will at once 
direet to the nearest bees’-nest. When arrived at the spot, they 
remain stationary in the boughs above, waitmg patiently for 
their share of the spoil. The Caffres are well acquainted with the 
habits of these birds, and having taken the honey and comb, 
always leave a certain portion stuck on a stick, with the young 
bees in, for the bird as a reward, which he eats as soon as the 
coast is clear. 


171. TRERON DELALANDI (Bp.). Delalande’s Pigeon. 

Female. Iris light blue, whitish towards the pupil; basal 
half of bill crimson, the remainder light slate-colour ; tarsi and 
feet vermilion. These Pigeons are gregarious, feeding on the 
soft fruits and berries peculiar to the bush, and never feeding or; 
to my knowledge, alighting on the ground; their flight is ex- 
tremely rapid. `~ 

VOL. IV. D 
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172. Hamaropus MOQUINI, Bp. African Black Oyster- 
catcher. 

Male. Iris, eyelid, and bill scarlet; tarsi and feet pink. 
These curious birds are very scarce in Natal; they frequent the 
seashore, are active in their habits, and run with considerable 
swiftness; they feed along the sandy beaches; on the receding 
of a wave they run quickly into the shallow water, and inserting 
their wedge-shaped bill up to their heads in the sand, haul out 
small crabs, which having secured they run high and dry-to 
devour at leisure. 


173. MYCTERIA SENEGALENSIS (Shaw). Saddle-bill Jabiru. 

Female. Iris bright yellow; base of bill to nostril bright 
crimson, as is also the skin round the eye and under the bill 
(the bill, from the nostril for 32 inches, is black ; from thence to 
the tip bright crimson); frontal shield bright yellow ; shanks and 
tarsi black; knees and feet brickdust red; the bare spot on the 
breast bright crimson. The Jabiru is a very scarce bird in 
Natal; a pair are occasionally seen at low water on the mud- 
banks in the centre of the bay, and when here they also frequent 
the lagoons and marshes at the mouths of the rivers. If one of 
the pair happens to get shot, its place is not supplied by another, 
but the solitary bird may be seen feeding by himself, when he 
attempts to make friends with the Violet Storks, which seem to 
be rather afraid of their gigantic relation. Occasionally when the 
pair are feeding together, they stop suddenly and skip or dance 
round and round in a small circle, then stopping to bow to each 
other, again resume their quaint dance. Their food consists of 
crabs, shrimps, and small fish. 


174. PHiLoMACHUS PUGNAX (Linn.). Ruff. 

Female. Iris dark brown; bill very dark brown; thighs, 
tarsi and feet yellowish ash (in other specimens green, and in 
some slate-coloured). These birds are gregarious, frequenting 
the bay and the coast, and feeding on the mud-banks at low 
water ; marine insects appear to be their favourite food. 


175. TRINGA SUBARQUATA (Gmel.). Curlew Sandpiper. 
Male. Iris dark brown; tarsi and feet black. These birds 
are gregarious, frequenting the bay in considerable flights, and 
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feeding on the mud-banks when the tide recedes; they run 
about on the mud with great activity, and their flight is also 
exceedingly swift. 


176. LIMNOCORAX FLAVIROSTRIS (Swains.). Black Gallinule. 

Male. Iris crimson; bill dull dark green; tarsi and fect 
dull red. In their habits these birds much resemble the Jacanas, 
frequenting sedgy swamps and pools, walking with ease on the 
lilies and light weeds which grow on the surface of the water, m 
search of the softer snails, insects and seeds on which they sub- 
sist. On being disturbed, they run immediately amongst the 
rushes, from which it is then almost impossible to dislodge them. 
They do not fly with such ease as the Jacanas; their habits 
appear to be solitary. 


The following notes contain additional information communi- 
cated by Mr. Ayres respecting some species included in my 
previous lists of Natal birds. 


POLYBOROIDES RADIATUS (Scop.). Rayed Gymnogene. 

Immature. Iris dark brown; cere decp pink; skin round 
the eye yellow. Stomach contained the remains of a land-erab, 
lizard, large spiders, beetles, and other insects. 


CircaErus rasciotatus (Gray). Banded Harrier-Eagle. 
(PI. III.) 

This is a very rare bird, frequenting the dense bush along the 
coast. [In the specimen of this bird sent by Mr. Ayres, and 
also in that preserved in the British Museum, the number of 
transverse bands on the tail is four; in the example previously 
noticed in ‘The Ibis’ (vol. im. p. 130) the number is five, but the 
uppermost band is much less distinctly marked than the other 
four, and is placed so high up on the tail as to be hardly notice- 
able. The accompanying Plate (Pl. III.) is after a drawing 
taken by Mr. Wolf from this specimen, which, together with that 
sent by Mr. Ayres, forms part of the collection preserved in the 
Norwich Museum.—J. H. G.] 


Heorarsus ECAUDATUS (Daud.). Short-tailed Bateleur. 
The mature birds, on calm sunny days, when passing high 
overhead, occasionally make a sharp, quick, clapping noise, which 
D2 
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appears to be done by the rapid motion of the wings beating 
the air: although far out of shot, a sudden shout or a stone 
thrown towards them will frequently cause them to make this 
curious noise. 

I lately noticed two of these birds soaring at a great height, 
one of them having a snake 8 or 4 feet long dangling from its 


claws. 


HALIAETUS VOCIFER (Daud.). Vociferous Sea-Eagle. 

This Eagle, when only wounded, makes a desperate resistance. 
Throwing himself on his back, he fights with both bill and 
talons, and woe to the unlucky wight who gets a gripe from 
the latter! The Crows, which congregate and drive the largest 
Vultures from the carcase of any dead beast, are unable to drive 
away this bold Eagle. He will also chase the Osprey, and having 
made him drop the fish he has worked so hard for, appropriate 
the morsel for his own use. In fact, Wilson’s beautiful account 
of the American Bald Eagle forms a perfect description of our 
bird, with the exception of the difference in size, and the con- 
sequent lesser degree of power. 

[The two Sea-Eagles here mentioned are not the only 
Haliaéti which persecute the Osprey, as on the coasts of Au- 
stralia it is similarly robbed by Haliaétus leucogaster, as I have 
been informed by that accurate Australian naturalist, the late 
Mr. F. Strange. According to Dr. Livingstone (‘ Missionary 
Travels,’ page 240), the Pelican is also a sufferer by the free- 
booting propensities of Haliaétus vocifer. Dr. Livingstone’s 
remarks on this subjeet are very curious, and may be here 
transcribed with the hope of attracting the attention of other 
observers, and perhaps of obtaining their confirmation of the 
singular tactics which this Eagle is described by Dr. Living- 
stone as adopting for the purpose of purloining the Pelican’s 
booty :— 

< This fish-hawk generally kills more prey than it can devour. 
It eats a portion of the back of the fish, and leaves the rest for 
the Barotse, who often had a race across the river when they saw 
an abandoned morsel lying on the opposite sand-banks. The 
hawk is, however, not always so generous ; for, as I myself was 
a witness on the Zouga, it sometimes plunders the purse of the 
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pelican. Soaring overhead, and seeing this large, stupid bird 
fishing beneath, it watches till a fine fish is safe in the pelican’s 
pouch ; when descending, not very quickly, but with consider- 
able noise of wing, the pelican looks up to see what is the mat- 
ter, and, as the hawk comes near, he supposes that he is about 
to be killed, and roars out ‘Murder!’ The opening of his 
mouth enables the hawk to whisk the fish out of the pouch, upon 
which the pelican does not fly away, but commences fishing 
again; the fright having probably made him forget he ever had 
anything in his purse.”—J. H. G.] 


ATHENE WOODFORDI (Smith). Woodford’s Owl. 

Male. Iris dark brown ; bill and cere light yellow ; feet light 
yellow. This Owl frequents the bushy coast-land. The specimen 
sent was shot amongst a mass of creepers on the upper branches 
of a tree, hanging by its feet and defending itself as well as it 
could against a number of small birds which were annoying him. 
Of its habits I know nothing; stomach empty. 


Proceus ocuLaris (Smith). Black-lored Weaver-bird. 

Female, Iris very light whitish brown. These birds frequent 
bush land, and are to be found singly or in pairs. The stomach 
of the specimen sent was crammed with a species of wood-bug ; 
they are also fond of the berries of the wild date, from the ends 
of the leaves of which palm they frequently build their nest, 
composing it of strips of the leaf. 


Bucorax aByssrnicus (Gmel.). Abyssinian Hornbill. 

Female. Weight 9 lbs. ; contents of stomach, snakes, lizards, 
frogs, rats, mice, and a variety of locusts, beetles, and other 
insects. 


Denpromus SMITHI (Malh.). Picus (Chrysoptilopicus) 
smithii, Malh. Rev. Zool. 1845, p. 408. Smith’s Woodpecker. 

Male and female. Iris light reddish brown; bill dark brown, 
under mandible with a yellowish tinge; tarsi and feet very dull 
green. These Woodpeckers are to be found throughout the 
colony, wherever there is bush land, singly or in pairs; their 
note is loud and harsh; they are very restless in their habits, 
constantly hunting for food, as if they never obtained a sufficiency ; 
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ants and other insects appear to be their principal food, which 
they search for and catch on the rough bark of trees; they also 
hammer away at dead boughs, from which they extract soft 
grubs, &c. Their flight is heavy and dipping ; they are here all 
the year round. 

[Dr. Hartlaub, in his work on the ‘Ornithology of Western 
Africa,’ treats this species as synonymons with Dendromus chrysu- 
rus of Swainson, described in the ‘Birds of Western Africa,’ part 2, 
p. 158. In accordance with this view, I inserted this Woodpecker, 
under the specific name of “ chrysura,” in a former list of Natal 
Birds (vide ¢ Ibis,’ vol. ii. p. 213). A subsequent examination of a 
female specimen from Natal leads me to believe that the two 
species are distinct. Mr. Swainson, in his description of Den- 
dromus chrysurus, says that the female has ‘‘no white spots on 
the crown,” and has “the belly and vent almost unspotted, 7 
but the female of the Natal bird has the anterior two-thirds of 
the upper surface of the head black, with a single white spot on 
each feather, and also many dark spots on the feathers of the belly 
and vent. I therefore cannot doubt that “ chrysurus” of Swainson 
and “smithii” of Malherbe must be considered as distinct 
species. —J. H. G.] 


VANELLUS MELANOPTERUS (Rüpp.). Black-winged Lapwing. 

On examination of several individuals, the irides of all were of 
alight greyish-yellow colour; the tarsi and feet, some dark pink, 
some purple, others nearly black, especially towards the feet, 
always lighter at the thighs. 


PARRA AFRICANA (Gmel.). White-necked Jacana. 

Male and female. Iris blackish brown; bill bluish black, 
pinkish at the tip, the frontal shield and skin at base of the 
upper mandible light slate-colour, shanks, tarsi and feet slate 
or ash colour, the feet being rather darker than the legs. The 
female is considerably larger than the male. They are to be 
found in considerable numbers in the lagoons and pools along 
the coast; their food appears to consist entirely of the seeds of 
water-plants and small insects, which they find amongst the 
leaves of the water-lihes and other weeds. Walking with ease 
on the floating leaves of these beautiful plants, they feed more 
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or less throughout the day, and are active in their habits, appa- 
rently having eonstant feuds with eaeh other, and ehasing one 
another about on the wing. If disturbed, they always fly to cover, 
unless very close to it. 


THALASSORNIS LEUCONOTUS (Smith). Fasciated Duck. 

Male and female. Iris dark brown; bill black and slate- 
coloured, mottled ; under mandible yellowish ; tarsi and feet very 
dark brown. The males are rather larger than the females. 
They frequent the lagoons and marshes at the mouths of the 
Natal rivers, and appear to feed prineipally on the seeds of water- 
plants, which there abound. They are very expert divers, and 
although their wings are short and small, they fly swiftly and 
well, rising without difficulty from the water. If not too sud- 
denly disturbed, they invariably dive to cover. 

During the summer months they are gregarious, pairing off 
in the early winter. In August the young birds are to be seen, 
newly hatched, swimming actively about, escorted by their 
parents, the male bird taking equal care of the family (which 
generally consists of from four to eight) with the female. 


VIII.—Notice on the occurrence of the Red-necked Goatsucker 
(Caprimulgus ruficollis) in England. By Joun Hancock. 


So far back as the 6th of October, 1856, I obtained a fresh- 
killed speeimen of this rare European Goatsucker of Mr. Pape, 
a game-dealer of this town. It had been shot the previous day 
at Killingworth, near Newcastle. I was unable to determine the 
sex from dissection, but I think it is most probably a male, as 
the first primaries have each a spot upon their inner webs, and 
the first two spots are white. 

I have delayed until now making this announcement ; for I 
found, on comparison, that the bird in question differed slightly 
from a Hungarian speeimen in my colleetion, and I was eonse- 
quently anxious to see others before doing so. 1 have now had 
an opportunity of referring to a specimen in the British Mu- 
seum, and find that it quite agrees with my bird. I have there- 
fore no longer any hesitation in stating that it is the true C. rufi- 
collis of authors, and I have much pleasure in adding this fine 
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de, M.& N Hanhart imp! 


